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“THE GATES OF HELL WILL NOT PREVAIL
AGAINST THE CHURCH”

Now the above scripture infers and rightly so that the church is in hell and has the devil as its head.
that a shock to you??? We will now take a good look at the outer "gates of hell" and the inner "gates of hell
For by now most of you are aware that the kingdom of God is within us. You are also aware that the out:
and the inner work hand in hand most of the time.

If we have not overcome death and hell we have  One dg | made a call to a friend whom | met in tl
no business leading or teaching God's people. If you Charismatic days. She was a leader, a prophetess,
have not been in a battle with the Pharaoh (our gov- known among the charismatics. We had absolutely
ernment) you have not overcome hell; for our capi- fellowship. As a matter of fact, the fellowship with tl
talistic Pharaoh stands at the gates of hell (known as world was more fulfilling. | knew she thought we we
the church age) making sure nobody leaves unless off in error. The light of the kingdom was a forei¢
humbled and changed. By the time Pharaoh finished language to her. | felt the pain Paul felt when he ha
dealing with the children of Israel, they were pre- leave his fellow Jewish people and go to another pe
pared to go on a journey of “never turning back”. who had hearts not taught any Christianity.

Let me ad that our freedom from our government Then tha same verse calls the unrighteo
is not the ultimate in freedom. If it were we could all gd'unbelievers”and children of “darkness”, even thoug
to war and overthrow the government. We all know thahey were baptized in the Spirit. You will notice in t
is not the answer. Our only true freedom is throughook of Acts the believers were all of one mind, lived
Christ — a complete metamorphosis — a new creatioa. community, and had all things in common. Pec
This metamorphosis is the story of mankind written irthink they own their lives. May | ask, did you deci
mystery in the Bible — our road map back to God. Onlyhen you would be born or do you choose what h
the Holy Spirit can lead and guide one on this journeyyou will die??? Now keep on reading verse fifteen.

calls the born again Christians who have not come
n the kingdom, children of Belial and temples filled wi
idols instead of God. Does that put a little fear in y

heart or do you just yawn at words like this and th
The word righteousness means this: purity of heafhey are for your neighbor??

and rectitude of life; conformity of heart and life to the

divine law. It includes all we call justice, honesty and. hRomans 5#]7 SYS that Igracerelq‘rll_'s throughn
virtue with holy affections of heart. In short, it is trueY teousness." € scripture also says, ‘He glves gre
religion. to the humble.” Do you have crooked places in y:

_ _ “heart that would keep grace from reigning??? The

1. We are to seek first the kingdom of God and Higyives' tale that says the church is under grace is just
righteousness. Notice that although the kingdom of Gad_ B .S, The church is dead, not under grace. We shou
is “joy, peace, and righteousness in the Holy Ghost”, wgray that grace will be given to us as we come before

are to seek after righteousness for it is the only one of thgone of judgment known as “the coming of the Lor

three facets of the kingdom that is not for the individual, Psalms 132-Gell he ori be clothed
but it is a plumbline that will bring deliverance to the, . saims -Jells us[he priests are to be clothe
world. in righteousnessNow you, of course, know we are tr

Isaiah 48:1 — Hear this... viich swear by the
name of the Lord and make mention of the God o
Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness.



new priesthood. You know also that righteousness is a 2 Corinthians 6:14 sgs there is no fellowship
facet of the resurrection so we, my dear friend, mustith unrighteousnessso if you are walking in God’s
come through the veil of our own righteousness, ouighteousness you have no fellowship with those v
own filthy grave clothes and leave behind all idolatry t@re walking in their own righteousness even thoi
be clothed with God if we are to see the true churcthey are Christians. If you cannot fellowship wi
come in all her glory. Wow! Wow!! And double Wow!!! Piecemakers, one of us is walking in our own righteousr

2. Ezekiel 15:20says we deliver our own souls by Below is a list of other scriptures. Please re
righteousness. study, and let the word go down deep and bring to |

3. 1 John 2:29 — Everyone that doeth righteous- that which it is sent out to do.

ness is born of God and does not sin. Proverbs 10:2— “Righteousness delivereth fror

4. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after death.”
righteousnessNot after ay of the fruits of the spirit but Proverbs 11:19— "Righteousness leadeth tcelif
after righteousness. Nor after wealth as many ministries Thel are many Scriptures on, “He judgeth t

do, nor the saving of SOU'.S , nor anything we can do fQX/orId with righteousness”. If we are to judge the wo
God, but we are blessed if we seek after rlghteousne%e must be clothed in His righteousness

Isaiah warns us thabur righteousness is as a
filthy rag. It clothes us and keeps our sin hidden from
our eyes. Self righteousness covers our iniquities. We
can do many wonderful things in His name and do them RememberJesus is saying this in response to
in our own righteousness. Self righteousness is a grawarismatic hotshots, “Get thee hence, | never ki
clothes taken from us little by little by those around u¥ou, you doers of iniquity.” All we did as Charismati
who are members of our community. Notice Lazaruds dead works and must be laid down. All we did

clothes were taken from him in the resurrection bgehristians in the church age must be laid down. It is
those who were part of his fe||owsh|p dead works. Tough truth to take, but take it we mus

we are to be counted as those who “endure until the e
ge saved” or those “counted worthy to enter the kingdc

Ecdesiastes 3:16— “In the place of righteousnes:
iquity was there.”

Corinthians 1 15:34 — Awaken unto righteousness
and sin not.If we are yet self righteous we are considere
sinners even though we have given our hearts to Christ, Jeremiah 33:16sas the body of Christ will be
been a prophet taught God'’s peop|e, evange”zed tmown asthe Lord our righteousneSSYOU will not
world. Now that infers if you are still a sinner, you areknow joy and peace until you are right with your iniquit
still asleep in the grave even though you have met Chrig§moved — no more hidden sin.

and been baptiZEd in the Splrlt If our righteousness is Ther are many more scriptures on "righteousne
asleep we are yet sinners. Do you get this? Don't giv&t us end with one of the most profouhthlachi 4:2.

me the old song and dance that Christ took away our sjthe Sun of Righteousness will arise with healing ir
when we met Him. | fear you are dull of hearing. NowHjs wings. The Sun of righteousness is a light whi
we know that heaven is joy, peace, and righteousnessy{jll make men’s hearts faint because of their own inigt
the Holy Spirit so if you are asleep unto righteousnesgie will make every crooked place straight. He v
you certainly have not finished the race and have fallegkpose every thought, every evil motive. He will bri
short of the glory of God. Shame on you for letting thejown all mountains, bring up all valleys and unite

very devil use the scripture to deceive you. And shamgto one new man, and then, dear ones called tc
on you for leading a righteous life and calling that thgaints, we will be healed.

example for the people to follow insteadgpfing up

your life as the example. %W
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